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ASIAN FILM ARCHIVE

Founded in 2005, the Asian Film Archive is an independent charity
that aims to save, explore, and share the art of Asian Cinema.
Through preservation, research, education, and publication, the Archive

hopes to promote the cultural value and appreciation of Asian films.
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The Asian Film Archive turned five in 2010.

Our 5th anniversary celebrations kicked off with a charity
screening in April that was graced by His Excellency President
SR Nathan and attended by more than 250 guests. The event
featured Moon Over Malaya (1957), which starred Patrick
Tse-Yin, Nam Hung, and Patsy Kar-ling. The film was given
English and Mandarin subtitles and, with assistance from
Blackmagic Design and Infinite Frameworks, restored to
the best quality that our funding could support at the time.
We mounted an exhibition tracing Singapore's global links
in the film industry and our archiving partner, National
Archives of Singapore, put up a parallel exhibition that
focused on Singapore in 1957, the year of Moon Over
Malaya's production.

2010 turned out to be a very difficult year. We were confronted by the impact of the global
economic recession and financial crisis. Donations dwindled. And we had to devote much
of our energies towards raising funds to keep alive our core work of preservation and outreach.
We adapted to these difficult circumstances, persevered, and crossed each hurdle one at a time.
By the end of the year, the collection stood at over 1,580 titles. We continued to conduct our
highly popular educators' workshops, school assembly talks, student outreach events, and
public screenings with partners. We even collaborated with final-year students from the
Nanyang Technological University’s Wee Kim Wee School of Communication and Information
to run an island-wide publicity campaign aimed at raising awareness among youths of AFA’s
work and the importance of cinematic heritage. As a result of our perseverance, approximately
19,000 people benefited from AFA's programmes.

We also witnessed a transition to an even leaner AFA in 2010. Tan Bee Thiam stepped down
as founding Executive Director, but continues to volunteer at the Archive and to support its
efforts with enthusiasm and optimism. Taking over as Acting Director is Karen Chan, who
was AFA’s Archivist from January 2006 to August 2010. The Archive also said goodbye to its
administrator Ethan Yeo and board members Mike Wiluan and Han Minli. On behalf of AFA,
I want to place on record our profound gratitude to all for their dedication to the cause.

We were also pleased to welcome Juliana Montgomery, Luce Scholar from the US, who joined
AFA in October. Her 10-month stint was supported by the Asia Foundation. We continue
to benefit from the passion and dedication of many volunteers who offer their time and
expertise so generously in support of AFA's events and preservation work. To them, we are
also profoundly grateful.

We strongly believe in the value of an independent, not-for-profit, and transnational film
archive in Asia. But we also know that the challenges of maintaining such an archive will
never be easy to overcome. We ate therefore acutely aware of how fortunate we have been
to have staff, partners, volunteers, and friends who continue to devote their time and energy
to do what is best for the collection. We hope to garner even more support so that we can
together work to save, explore, and share the art of Asian cinema.

Please continue to support us, and tell your friends to come forward too. Together, we can
rise to the challenge of growing AFA into a world-class archival institution.
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Associate Professor Kenneth Paul Tan
Chair, Asian Film Archive
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